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ELECTIONS & “SIKH”
Box IN CENsus 2011
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Sikhs who aspire to become Councillors and MPs, need to take some
lessons from black Americans: remember, one of them is the President
of the US today! Their slogan “Black is beautiful” impressed not only the
blacks but all Americans. My own experience of 34 years in the British
Civil Service is that pride in own identity wins over friends from
other communities also.

The most important issue today of course is the question of a “Sikh”
tick box in the census next year. Even non-Sikh MPs, over 150 of them,
realise the importance of accurate Sikh counting in the 2011 census
under their “gaumi” (ethnic) heading. Sikhs have a box under the
optional question about “religion” but monitoring for allocation of
resources by thousands of authorities, is done against the “ethnic”
(gaumi) count, not under “religion”. This is the point on which we are
being misled, sometimes by our own. It is NOT a political issue in itself,
but one which has to do with the future of own community, which aspir-
ing Sikh politicians need to take up publicly.

The Law Lords in the Mandla case of 1983, pronounced that the Sikhs
are more than a “religion” due to additional characteristics, no matter
which part of the world they come from or whether they are black or
white. They are a distinct “ethnic” group where “ethnic” means “qaum”
with own, religion, history, literature, culture and customs etc. All Sikhs,
of Asian, white or black origins share these characteristics which make
them “Sikh” — an inclusive theo-social community in own right, regard-
less of whether they are “sabat surat” or “mona” Sikhs. A “mona” Sikh
today may become “sabat surat” tomorrow as has been the personal
experience of thousands of first generation Sikhs in this country. Such
distinctions are false and misleading.

By British “establishment”, we mean the government and administra-
tion at local and national levels, the political parties and the media — the
press, radio and TV. The establishment is content to keep the British
Sikhs where they are, while politicians visiting gurdwaras pay lip service
to their honesty, loyalty and great contribution to the UK economy. The
tactic of selling community interests for winning favours with the estab-
lishment may work today for some Sikhs, but the experience of commu-
nities like the American blacks is that things change with greater aware-
ness of own identity.

Sikh and non-Sikh election candidates, especially in Sikh areas,
need to keep the question of Sikhs being given a “Sikh” (ethnic)
tick box in the 2011 census form on the top of their election mani-
festos, while showing intelligent appreciation of national and local
issues, which concern all communities.

Gurmukh Singh (Retd Principal policy, UK Civil Service) E-mail: sewauk2004@hotmail.com
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